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Introduction

This register is found in the last pages of a Rusblennonite studentRBechnenbuch
(calculation book) book dating back to 1826 that baen referred to as the Heinrich
Barkmann Arithmetic Book, 182&\ photocopy of the entire book is housed at the
Mennonite Heritage Centre archives, Winnipeg, Malyat Volume 1082 File #32. | am
indebted to the late Delbert Plett for bringingstbbok to my attention.

Who the author is is clear from the title page,ahhieads at the top centre in bold
lettering “Heinrich Barkmann 1826”. THeechnenbuckvould thus have been penned
when Heinrich was a young man, 13 or 14 years old.

TheRechnenbuck'intent is to showcases how to do arithmetic (addjtsubtraction,
multiplication, and division) using carefully plagghexamples. The titles of pages
include “Multipliciren in ganzen Zahlen”, “Addireén minz maass und Gewicht”, and
“Regula-Detri in ganzen Zahlen”. The appeal oflbbek, however, is its artwork. Most
pages are adorned with beautiful caligraphy. Oftiea first letter in the title is ornately
drawn. Who says math has to be boring?

As an avid genealogist, my main interest is inlihek nine pages the book, which
contain a family register dating back to Heinrichaernal grandparents: Abraham
Baerkmann (1741- 1783) and Maria Klassen (1752618

The genealogical portion of the book was compileer @ period of about 70 years by at
least four separate but related authors. The baskpassed successively to the eldest
child or grandchild, who then added entries tordgaster.
the first genealogical entries were made byRbehnenbuch author, Heinrich
Baerkmann Sr. (1812-1842), whose last entry in F&l842, about two months
before he died.
The register appears to have lay dormant for alealgrades, and was then
updated with entries by his son, Heinrich Baergmami(1839-1867).
Heinrich Jr.’s death was recorded by his wife, Anea Dueck (1839-1913), as
were the deaths of two of their children in 1870 a879.
Thereatfter, the heirloom would have been inhetitgdnna’s oldest surviving
child, Maria Baergmann (1864-1939) and her husbaachb Rogalsky (1859-
1919). Rogalsky made a number of entries.
Then the heirloom was inherited by Rogalsky’s eldeandchild, Johann K. Fast
(1908-1994), who made the final five or so entregjing in 1913.

The handwriting styles are quite varied, with diffig levels of legibility. With the
combination of my poor German, my lack of experenagth the gothic script, and
having in hand a photocopy of a photocopy of thgimal document, some text was
difficult to decipher. Places | have not been ableead are marked with “...”. Editorial
comments added by me are denoted with “[ed: ]’ 0Afdease note that the page
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numbers in my photocopy were shuffled, and so neaymatch the ordering of pages in
theRechnenbuch

TheRechnenbuchas not escaped the notice of Mennonite histarigsstle page
appears in the Preservings magazine, Decemberi28@§, page 37. The caption, which
appears to contain obvious errors, both in the dateauthor's name, reads:

Dirck Bergmann, Arithmetic text, village Heubod&West Prussia, 1789. Photo

Abrahams, Frakturmalen, page 19.
A copy of theRechnenbuch register can be found at Mennonite Genealogyimc
Winnipeg, but with no reference to its origin wititheRechnenbuchrhe register also
appears to be the primary source for the earlyrgéinas of the Abraham Baerkmann
(1741-1783) genealogy that has circulated amohgsiiennonite genealogy community.
It is likely that Katie Peters used this as thenftation for heBarkmann-Bergmann 1741
genealogical compilation housed at the Centre foBM5tudies in Winnipeg. Dr. James
Urry of New Zealand and the late Delbert Plett halé® expressed interest in the book.
Delbert’'s hope was that the register would sheut ko the lineages of the Kleine
Gemeinde Barkman’s from Rueckenau (which it unfostely does not).

Version 4 of GRANDMA (a Mennonite genealogy projaetded by the California
Mennonite Historical Society) does not appear &agldata from the register. Take as an
example th&Rechnenbuch author, Heinrich Baerkmann Sr. (11 Jan 1812 Apfd

1842). GRANDA lists him as #103,022, giving hisalaf birth as 11 Nov 1812, and no
death date. His wife, Katerina Wall, is listed &2#42 but is not associated as his wife.
Evidently, this register is able to enhance GRANDMA

The register illustrates well how spellings of sames can evolve over time. The first
entry indicates a “Barckman” spelling. An ‘e’ wasdr retrofitted into the entry,
becoming “Baerckman” (or is that just how umlautrevindicated back then?). Later
entries read as “Bergmann”, “Baerckmann”, and “Béak”.

The book contains a page near the beginning pemynddhan K. Fast which | have not
included in this document. This page also contgarsealogical information, but does not
add any new information on the Bergmann-Barkmarnilfaimes.

The register (and Katie Peters’ work on the Abraligamarkmann line) has been
incorporated into the genealogy on my website, tvigimu can find at
http://pennermi.cmanitoba.com

Invariably, my transcription will contain mistakd¥ease contact me if you have
corrections or can decipher additional text!

Michael Penner

11671 Seahurst Road
Richmond, BC CANADA
pennermi@hotmail.com
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Register Transcription

[ed: page 1]

1741 19 August my grandfather Abraham Baerckmas born
1752 8 October my grandmother Maria Klassen veas b
1777 4 February Abraham Baerkman and Maria Klagsarried
1778 17 May Cornelius Baerkman born

1779 11 September Abraham B. born (died)

1781 18 February Maria B. born

1840 3 August Maria B. ... died [ed: line squeexeldter on]

1782 18 September Jacob B. born

1783 8 March grandfather Abraham Baerkman died

1759 1 April Heinrich Wilms born

1783 4 December Heinrich Wilms married grandmiolaria Classen
1784 24 August Heinrich Wilms born

1786 28 October Martin Wilms born

1789 16 October  Gerhard Wilms born [ed: “diedirked above the entry]
1791 29 April Johan Wilms born

1792 28 November Gerhard Wilms born

1795 19 September Justina Wilms born

1798 22 March Peter Wilms born

... Is from ...1835

[ed: page 2]

1782 18 September my father Jacob Baerckman born
1790 8 March my mother Margaretha Isaac born
1810 Jacob and Maria married

1812 23 January was |, Heinrich B. born

1813 28 September Maria B. born

1815 5 May Jacob B. born

1817 8 February Johan B. born

1817 24 August left Zierschen Kampf for Russid arrived 18 October in
Orloff in the Molotschna at the Jacob Dicks ...

1820 4 October Margareta B. born

1823 8 February Abraham B. born

1823 13 August Ab. died at 12 o’clock

1824 24 August Justina B. born

1827 18 April Abraham B. born

1829 23 February Saara B. born

1830 17 October  Cornelius B. born

1838 30 June Maria B. born

1831 2 November Abr. B. died at 4 years 6 motthdays old
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[ed: page 3]

1831 1 or 2 September at 12 o’clock in the ... evi&l B. died [ed: 1835 also
mentioned, but unclear what it indicates]

1836 8 April Jacob Baerckmann died. ... 11 Apriiéral
1836 27 October  our mother [ed: Margaretha na&clsremarried to Peter
Toews

1860 7 November my grandmother [ed: Margaretlgals@ac] died at age 70
years, 8 months, 13 days old ...

... Heinrich
[ed: page 4]
1840 3 April my father-in-law Fridrich Wall died
1842 18 February my mother-in-law Katarina Wadlddat age 62 years, 11
months, 21 days

Heinrich Baerkman

[ed: page 5]

1812 11 January I, Heinrich Baerkman born

1815 22 June my wife Katerina Wall born

1836 5 March [ed: likely their marriage date, but teificult to decipher]

1837 16 December my son Jakob born ... 19 Deeedibd.

1839 6 October my son Heinrich born

1842 11 April ... Heinrich Baerkman died ...

[ed: date of 21 March inserted between entriessiplysassociated with the text

someone being born, but I'm speculating.]

1866 our mother [ed: Katerina nee Wall] died 5.\N2arch ..age 50
years, 4 [ed: 9?] months, 3 days old

[ed: page 6]

1839 6 October I, Heinrich Bergmann born

1841 24 March my wife Anna Dueck born

1861 16 November I, Heinrich Bergmann married ADueck

1862 1 October 7 o’clock in the morning my daegl@atharina born .and
was her ... God’s ...and ... in addition ... her the loviagd.

1864 28 September 6 o’clock in the morning mygtder Maria born ...

1867 21 April 9 o’clock in the morning my son Hech born ...

1867 10 June 2:30 in the morning my dear huskpascdHeinrich Jr.] died
27 years 8 months 4 days old. ...
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[ed: page 7]

1870 21 March my son Heinrich Baerkman diedB.years ... 8 days
1879 16 February daughter Catharina Baerkmarth.did6 years 4 months 16

days

1913 3 August 10:30 in the morning our mother &nn died and buried on 8
August

[ed: page 8]

1864 16 April have we ... house purchased ... 658.Red: perhaps R. S.

means silver rubles]
1866 [ed:?] November have we our ... purchased®0 R. S. ...

[ed: page 9]

1859 16 May am |, Jakob Rogalsky born

1864 28 September 6 o’clock in the morning myeviifaria Baerkman born

1885 12 September am I, Jakob Rogalsky with MBaiarkman united in marriage
1886 13 [ed: 18?] August 4 o’clock in the afiesn my daughter Katharina born

1888 16 November 11% o’clock in the morning is ®an Johan born
1891 15 October 3% o’clock in the afternoon is san Abraham born

1894 14 April 4 o’clock in the morning is our sdakob born
later written by Joh. K. Fast, son of K. Fast

1897 12 May son Heinrich born

1900 15 March son Nockolei born

1904 19 June son Peter born

1908 28 October son Gerhard born. Died 8 Feb.1910
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Sample Pages

A picture is worth a thousand words. What follows sample pages from the
Rechnenbuchncluding all nine pages of the family register. Fgpe is that you will
cross-reference my transcription with the origieairies and contact me if you notice
any mistakes or can translate some of the gaps.
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first edition Page 7 July 26, 2006



Sample Page
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Register Page 1
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Register Page 2
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Register Page 3
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Register Page 4
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Register Page 5
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Register Page 9
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end of document
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