Chapter 2

Writings of Abram P. Bergmann

Our grandfather Abram P. Bergmann has left behind various writings. As memoirs, they offer a
glimpse into his inner workings. His writings that follow were collected from the back of a ledger,
loose papers, and a letter he wrote that was returned to the family in recent years. | have added

boldface headings to entitle the compositions.

My Life Journey
by Abram P. Bergmann

Abram Peter Bergmann was
born in Ladekopp, South Russia
on December 24, 1884.

1884-94: | enjoyed a wonderful
childhood with my parents and
siblings in our beautiful garden.
| started school during this time.

1894-1900: After seven years of
public school, | passed my final
exam. Then | continued my
schooling in Halbstadt for three
years and passed the exam.
During this time | was convicted
that | was a sinner and longed
for peace.

1900: For two years | taught :
school at the home of David / y
. (| O
Willms of Brodsky. ‘

B’ 1910: | served in the forestry
i f service for 3 years. One year |
was “Gefreiter” [corporal] and
one year “Starschi” [elder].

1910: | attended a bookkeeping
course and received two
diplomas.

1912: On May 13, Tina Wiens
and | were married in Steinbach,
Russia. In fall of that same year,
we purchased a farm in
Ruckenau for 30,000 gold rubles
and could pay it in 6 years.
Everything was a wonderful
leading of the Lord.

1914: World War | broke out and
| was away for 3 years. Then |
was released and free to come

1901-05: During 1901 the Lord

Abram walking down a Winnipeg street
the day he picked up the Sand Pit
Farm land title, 1939. (Courtesy Aunt

home, healthy in body and soul.

visibly saved my life from
drowning at Petershagen. | was
attracted to the worldly crowd in the village and
joined them in various activities. Yet | always felt
guilty. In spite of the attraction of the world, | was
marvelously kept from many evils.

1905: My friend David Willms died and from that
time | stopped smoking.

1906: In spite of the fact that my cousin P.
Loewen accidentally shot me in the leg, the Lord
protected me from having permanent damage to
the leg.

1907: 1 was conscripted to the forestry service. It
was during this time that | was born again and
had the assurance that | was a child of God. This
assurance has never left me. During that year in
July | was baptized in the Molotschna River.

Helen Bergman nee Enns.)
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1918: From Dec. 18 to March
1919, | was involved with the
“Selbstschutz” (self-defense corps) and the Lord
kept me unharmed. During the Revolution, | was
in jail for one week, in an oil basement for one
night, twice lined up to be shot, and many times
in danger of death by bandits. But God visibly
kept His hand over me and protected me.

1920: Our dear mother contracted typhus, and
God restored her to health. And she is still with
us.

1920: | survived the civil war but heard many
gunshots fired close to my ears. Repeatedly |
was in the hands of the bandits. God always,
always protected and gave courage to go on. |
survived the famine where God wonderfully
provided for us. The government confiscated our
land so we wanted to emigrate if God showed us
a way and we could pay our passage to Canada.
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1925: We could sell our buildings, got our
passports, paid for our passage and had $1000
for the new start.

1925: We sold our yard with buildings in
Ruckenau for 4000 rubles and emigrated to
Canada with our seven children. Fifteen days
after arrival in Winkler, son Abram was born. And
in 1928 Annie was born.

1930: Financially there were very difficult times.
We started a dairy farm.

1933: We moved to Ste. Anne yet remained
members of the Steinbach M. B. Church.

1937: On May 27, we celebrated our Silver
Wedding. This was the first year that we had a
good crop. We were able to pay all our debts and
purchased farm machinery: tractor and plough.
Our sons had grown up.

1940: We bought the 656 acre sandpit farm for
$10,000 and paid for all of it by 1948.

The three-storey, eighteen room house at the sand pit
farm. (Courtesy Aunt Elizabeth Goertzen.)

1948: Our grown up sons started to work in the
lumber business in the forest.

1949: We rented the farm to Henry and George
and soon after sold it to them with all the cattle
and implements.
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1950: We purchased a small farm near Steinbach
for our retirement years. It consisted of 108 acres
for a sum of $14,200 and we had a surveyor
come to divide some of the land into lots.

1951: After selling lots we owed only $2000 on
the farm. We praise God for His gracious leading
in our lives.

1952: We are still all alive. The farm has been
paid for and we are still selling lots.

1953: We bought a new stove and fridge for
$600. We marvel at God’'s guidance and
blessing. George and Annie are preparing to go
to India, where as medical doctor, they wish to
minister to the needy and sick local population.

1954: On Jan. 25 George and Annie left by train
for New York en route to India for 6 years. They
arrived safely with their two young children, Kathy
and John. John was four months old the day they
arrived. May God’'s blessing rest upon their
service.

1955: Our raspberry garden netted $500. On Jan.
1, 1955, | received my first $40 pension cheque.
We bought a new car in summer and sold more
lots. We are well and very grateful at the end of
the year.

1956: We sold our raspberry garden and two
additional lots. Through God's gracious guidance
we have no debt but a nice little bank account.

1957: We sold a lot near the creek as well as the
barn and lean-to, granary, also a hog barn. We
have decreased our farm size but have kept
enough to sustain us. Mother is now 70. | am 73.
Both of us are well, both receive pension, and
trust the rest of our sojourn to Him who has so
wonderfully helped us in the past.

1959: On Nov. 20, 1959, our grandson Daniel S.
Froese aged 1% years old passed away. This is
the first one of our family to be in glory. On Dec.
24, 1 was 75 years old. We are deeply grateful for
all the grace the Lord bestowed on us: for health
and keeping in the faith and for the hope of
eternal life.
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1960: We had the joy to be reunited with George
and Annie and family on their return from India.
For 4 months they lived in a rented house which
was moved out to our yard. Then they moved into
their house in Winnipeg. We close this year
thanking God for protection and grace during this
year.

1961: On April 16, a son, Timothy James 9 Ibs.
11 oz. was born to George and Annie. On July 3,
we bought a retirement home on Lumber Avenue
for $12,500. July 17, George and Annie left for
India for another six years of mission service. On
Aug. 7, Henry and Helen had a daughter, Hedy 7
Ibs. 14 oz. On Dec. 22, John and Betty Goertzen
had a daughter Maryanne Ruth. We are again
grateful for a blessed year.

Katharina and Abram Bergmann by their garden on
Lumber Avenue, Steinbach, Manitoba. (Courtesy Aunt
Helen Bergmann.)

1962: On Jan. 24, George and Esther had a
daughter Catherine 7 Ibs. 6 0z. On May 12, | had
a heart attack but | recovered. | was in the
hospital for 3 weeks then continued to recuperate
at home. On May 27 we celebrated our Golden
Wedding anniversary at the hospital.

1963: Henry had an accident: someone rammed
into his truck but he was unhurt. On Dec. 4, John
and Betty welcomed Ernest Victor into their
family.

1964: Richard was born to George and Esther.
On Aug. 24, Peter’s son Henry shot a small black
bear near their house. On Sept. 3, we drove to
Ontario with Abe and Margaret to visit my brother
John and family. On Dec 24 | reached the age of
80. Praise God for all blessings and protection.

The Walter Bergmann and Helena nee Reimer family
of southern Ontario, 1968. Walter is the son of Abram
Bergmann’s brother John. Back: Walter, Ruth, Helena,
Harold. Front: John, Barbara, Beth. (Courtesy Ruth
Penner.)

Mary and Martha Bergmann, 1995, daughters of
Abram Bergmann’s brother John. (Courtesy Walter
and Helena Bergmann.)
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Life in Russia and Technology Advances
by Abram P. Bergmann

[Ed.: this piece is not entirely chronological. Translation courtesy of Aunt Elizabeth Goertzen and Aunt Annie Froese.]

In 1870, the binder was patterned after the
U.S.A. McCormic, and manufactured in Russia.
That year there was a great economic
improvement; also during the year the
government introduced conscription into the army
for all young men. Because this violated a former
agreement for Mennonites, many townhall
meetings were held. Many preferred to immigrate
rather than see their sons in military service.
Representatives were chosen to negotiate with
the government for exemption for their sons. The
government wished to accommodate the
Mennonites and offered an alternate forestry
service. The offer was agreed upon and signed
by the church leadership of M.B. and Kirchliche
churches.

In spite of this agreement,
18,000 Mennonites
immigrated to America in
1870. Economically,
things were hard but after
a few years life became
easier. The vacant farms
were sold and new
villages established. At
that time, the land was
cultivated with oxen.

After 1870, six forestry
centres were built at a
cost of 160,000 rubles. The furnishings and
upkeep plus the 20 cents (kopecks) per day per
worker were all paid for by the government.

In 1914, when war broke out, there were 1204
Mennonite young men working in the forestry.
Their living expenses for that year were 347,000
rubles. All groups of Mennonites were obliged to
participate in the forestry service.

In 1892 the monarchy was stable and we children
attended school carefree. The children were well
dressed. The girls had beautiful braids and wore
long dresses. The built-in ovens were heated with
straw when baking bread; the stove, however,
was heated with twigs and branches.
Transportation was by horses only. Horses were
used for all fields.

Aunt Elizabeth driving the John Deere tractor with
Uncle George on the binder at the Sandpit Farm, circa
1943. Field work with a tractor was a tremendous
advancement over the horses their father had used in
South Russia. (Courtesy Aunt Margaret Bergmann.)
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Seeding was done by drill plow. Cutting was
done by “rodoyzeuka”. Transported home by
hayrack; threshed by grinding stones, cleansed
by winnowing; poured into bags and carried up to
the loft. The milk was separated from the cream
which was churned into butter.

1899. In the last nine years these new inventions
have come our way:

1. The Cream Separator.

2. The gramophone—a machine which could

speak with human voices.

3. Individuals had threshing machines.

4. We had already seen a car.

5. Grain binders from America were here.

1909. Great changes are
taking place. New
churches, factories and
mills are being built. The
breed of horses was
much improved through
introductions of stallions
from Germany. In
factories, many kinds of
motors for machinery
were manufactured. We
had public  schools,
business colleges, one
girls school, a nurses
training school, hospitals
with competent doctors, a deaf school, an
orphanage and an old folks home. We had large
work horses, riding horses, good cows, sheep
and pigs.

1902. Binders from America arrived which really
improved harvesting methods. Cream separation
became common. At first, threshing machines
were used with horse power. Later, they were
mechanized. A number of cars have passed
through our town. Spiritually, the churches were
growing.

1907. In spring, | was born again and counted
this as one of the happiest days of my life. It is
now 62 years later and the Lord has never failed
me. In 1912, God gave me a life partner. He has
seen us through hard and stormy times.
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In 1914, the war broke out. In 1918, | was
released from my duties and allowed to return
home. Next came the revolution with its
consequences. | was in the Self Defense Corps.
Then came the famine. For three months bandits
lived in our living room. | have faced death
dozens of times yet the Lord never abandoned
me. Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he said
to his disciples “Lo, | am with you every day until
the world shall end.” He kept his promise.

“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” The Lord
also kept that promise, therefore we give all
praise to our heavenly Father.

1912. Farm properties sold at 30,000 rubles.
1914. WWI broke out.

1917. The czar and his family were murdered.
The Revolution began.

1918-19. These were the hardest, most difficult
years. We were often in the valley of death, and
found comfort in these words: Psalm 23:4, “Yea,
though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.”

The conviction of the presence of Jesus is
stronger than all fear of death. This conviction
sustained me in jail, in the oil basement, and
sustained me when | was repeatedly lined up to
be shot. Often surrounded by bandits, and often
in the face of death, the Lord never forsook us.

1922. During the last five years, the economy
collapsed. The unthinkable happened. We had
survived the war. The bandits were before us.
Dozens of men were shot. Others were in jail.
Women and young girls were raped. All property
was confiscated, as well as all horses and many
other things.

Now everyone was very poor and many were
destitute and had no food. Dogs and cats were
used as food as well as carcasses of cattle.
Everything that was ground was baked.
Chickens, sheep, and pigs disappeared. Bandits
lived among us.

During this time, some farmers had to pay
21,000,000 rubles or go to jail. I, Abram P.
Bergmann, was one of these. Landowners of
large farms became villagers and sought refuge
in small villages. All felt hopeless and helpless
and wanted to emigrate if possible.

1932. Through God’s gracious leading, 20,000
Mennonites were able to leave Russia to enter
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Canada. It was hard to begin a new life without
money. There was also the Depression of the
1930’s. Paying debts was impossible. Grain and
cattle sold for next to nothing. Cows in Winnipeg
sold for $10; hogs for $0.02 per pound.

During this desperate time, many teenage girls
left school and served as housemaids in
Winnipeg for $10-15 per month. In this way, they
supported their families. This created a ray of
hope during these hardships. In Russia,
pastors were sent to concentration camps in the
north. Many wealthy landowners sought to leave
Russia. Unfortunately, very few succeeded.

Aunts Sarah and Mary, circa 1935, during
their years of employment as housemaids
in Winnipeg to supplement the Bergmann
family income. (Courtesy Aunt Annie Froese.)

1942. The price of farm produce, also livestock
and pigs, increased. The lot of the farmers
became brighter. Farmers started growing sugar
beets and potatoes in large acreages. In addition,
seniors aged 70 years or older received a
monthly pension. Those with young children
received monthly family allowance for each child.
This is still a big help for all concerned. In Russia,
all able bodied men of the Mennonite people
were sent north for forced labor. Only few
survive.
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Letter of Abram P. Bergmann

[ed.: This letter was written to Grandpa’s step-sister and her husband, Katharina and Peter J. Rempel and
was returned to the A. P. Bergmann family in recent years. The envelope, photo, and bulk of the
translation are courtesy of Aunt Elizabeth Goertzen and are taken from her book Roots: Ancestors and
Descendants of Abram P. and Katharina Bergmann.]
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